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Period V, f^fr means, a majority of the members of this houfe to ctafent to the
1730 to 1734. eftablifhment of arbitrary power, I ihould readily allow, that the calculations
~*~r made by the gentlemen of the other fide were juft, and their inference true ;
but I am perfuaded that neither of thefe is poffible. As the members of this
houfe generally are^ and muft always be, gentlemen of fortune and figure la;
their country, is it poffible to fuppofe, that any of them could by a penfion
or a poft be influenced to, confent to the overthrow of our conftitution, by
which the enjoyment, not only of what ,he got, but of what he before had,
would be rendered altogether precarious. L will allow, that with refped: to
bribery, the price muft be higher or lower, generally in proportion to the -
virtue of the man who is to be bribed ; but it muft likewife be granted,
that the humour he happens to be in at the time, and the fpirit he happens
/ to be endowed with, adds a great deal to his virtue. When no encroach-
ments are made upon the rights of the people, when the people do. not think
themfelves in any danger, there may be many of the electors, who, by a
bribe of ten guineas, might be induced to vote for one candidate rather than
another; but if the court were making any encroachments upon the rights
of the people, a proper fpirit would, without doubt, arife in the nation, and
in fach a cafe I am perfuaded that none, or very few, even of fuch eled:ors?
, could b,e induced to vote for a court candidate, no not for ten times the
fum,

- ** There may be fome bribery and corruption in the nation, I am afraid there
will always be fome. But it is no proof ~of it that ftrangers are fometimes
chofen -, for a gentleman may have fo much natural influence over a borough
jn his neighbourhood, as to be able to prevail with them to chufe any per-
fon he pleafes to recommend ; and if upon fuch recommendation they chufe
one or two of his friends, who are perhaps ftrangers to them, it is not fronv
thence to be inferred, that the two ftrangers were chofen their reprefentatives
by the means pf bribery and corruption,

" To infinuate that money may 6e i-fliied from the public treafury for bribing i
ejediojis, is really fomething very extraordinary, eipecially in thole gentlemen
who know how many checks are upon every {billing that can be iiiued from
thence ; and how regularly the money graAted in one year for the fervice of
the nation, muft always be accounted for the very next feffions in this houfe,
and likewife in the other, if they have a mind to call for any fuch account,
And as- to gentlemen i a' offices, if they have any advantage over country
gentlemen, in having fomething elfe to deperxd oil befides their own private
they havp like wife many difad vantages : they arc obliged to livg
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